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Appellants Angela K. Wood, et al. (“Children”) appeal the judgment of the circuit court 

apportioning damages of Donald Wood’s (“Decedent”) wrongful death settlement 

between the Children and Decedent’s widow, Respondent Sandra Wood (“Sandra”).  

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

DIVISION TWO HOLDS   The circuit court did not abuse its discretion in apportioning 

the settlement proceeds.  The circuit court found that relationship between the Children 

and Decedent was transient and one of limited contact or communication.  Though the 

testimony of the Children and Sandra conflicted as to the strength of the parent-child 

relationship, when presented with conflicting testimony we defer to the trial court’s 

determinations of credibility and resolution of the evidence.  Therefore, the 

disproportionate settlement is justified. 

 

Opinion by: Kenneth M. Romines, J.   

Kathianne Knaup Crane, P.J. and Lawrence E. Mooney, concur. 
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